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�e Museum is carrying out two projects under an agreement with the Hokkaido Aynu Association. One 
is an implementation of the Kamuynomi rite. Kamuynomi is an Aynu word meaning ‘prayer to the gods.’ 

By implementing the Kamuynomi rite, the Museum aims to ensure proper storage of its Aynu 
collection and handing down of this traditional rite to future generations. In the past, this rite was 
privately performed by the late Mr. Kayano Shigeru (former director of the Nibutani Ainu Museum), but 
starting from AY2007, chapters of the Utari Association (currently the Aynu Association) take turns to 
host the rite. �e �rst performance before an audience at the Museum was held by the Chitose Chapter 
of the Utari Association �ey performed their traditional Aynu dance, as well as the Kamuynomi rite. �e 
other project is to accept traditional artisans sent by the Aynu Association, which will help the Museum 
to further improve its academic research and collection on Aynu culture, and also promote the cultural 
development of Aynu people.

Min-pack

Museum-School Partnership Workshop for Teachers

Volunteer activities

�e Museum has been working to build networks to ensure the more systematic and viable use of cultural resources through academic collaboration with museums 
and universities, both in Japan and overseas. �e Museum is also promoting various projects and activities that bene�t local communities and international society, 
in cooperation with many organizations. 

In order to contribute to a better understanding of our research, the Museum has developed a learning-
kit for children, called Min-pack. It is rented to schools and other educational institutions. Min-pack is a 
learning kit carried in a suitcase that contains a variety of materials including clothes, musical instruments, 
everyday commodities, and children’s learning aids of the world’s countries and regions. With the addition 
of the new exhibit, “Meeting Aynu Culture,” 19 packs and 10 types are now available. 

Based on case studies of educational activities that have used the Museum’s exhibits or other resources, this workshop for teachers provides ideas 
and insights into how to build collaborations between museums and schools.  

In 2008, the workshop was offered on August 5, and 122 teachers (mainly from elementary schools) attended.  �e workshop has already 
achieved practical outcomes.  For example, teachers who attended the workshop are willing to use the Museum in their social science classes. �e 
workshop this year is also scheduled in the summer vacation time, coordinated with other educational institute schedules. 

Minpaku Museum Partners (MMP) is a group of volunteers established in September 2004, to assist the Museum in the planning and 
implementation of its activities. MMP members work closely with staff of the Museum to show visually-impaired persons around the exhibitions, 
plan and implement special holiday events, and undertake a wide range of activities.

Another group of volunteers, the Earth’s Story-telling Village, was formed in October 2005, inspired by the “West African Story-telling 
Village,” a special exhibition held at the Museum in 2003. �is group plays African musical instruments and tells folktales not only at the Museum, 
but also at the International Institute for Children’s Literature, children’s centers, elementary schools, and children’s welfare facilities in the 
vicinity.

As of April 2008, the following ten types are available:
・Living in the Extreme North: Anoraks and DuÔe Coats from the Inuit in Canada
・Treasure Box of the Andes: �e Festivals and Life of the Peruvian Southern Highlands
・Understanding Javanese Culture through Wearing their Costumes: Salun and Kain
・Islam and Life of the Arab World　・School Life in Bhutan　・Seoul Style: A Day in the Life of Children in Seoul
・Indian Costumes: Saris and Kurtas　・Bricolage Art　・�e Arabian Nights　・Meeting Aynu Culture
Number of loans in 2008: 180 in total

Min-pack “Meeting Aynu Culture”

Past Special Exhibitions

�e Great Ocean Voyage: VAKA MOANA and Island Life 
Today

SELF and OTHER: Portraits from Asia and Europe

September 13–December 11, 2007

September 11–Nobember 25, 2008

Pilgrimage and Sacred Places: A Voyage of Self Discovery

�e Profound Earth: Ethnic Life and Crafts of China

March 15–June 5, 2007

March 13–June 7, 2008

Arabesque of Batik Designs and Techniques: 
From Java to the World
September 7–December 5, 2006

Minpaku Kids’ World:
Objects as Ties between Children and �eir Society
March 16–May 30, 2006

Fashioning India
September 8–December 6, 2005

More Happy Every Day: �e World of Bricolage Art
March 17–June 7, 2005

�e Arabian Nights
September 9–December 7, 2004

Multiethnic Japan: �e Life and History of Immigrants
March 25–June 15, 2004

Messages from the Ainu: Craft and Spirit
January 8–February 15, 2004

A West African Story-telling Village
July 24–November 25, 2003

Mandala Deities in Tibet and Nepal
March 13–June 17, 2003

Wrapping Culture: Furoshiki and Wrapping Cloths of the 
World
October 3, 2002–January 14, 2003

Seoul Style 2002: Life as It Is with the Lee Family

�eater at the Museum: �e Expressive Body

March 21–July 16, 2002

March 18–May 14, 2000

�e Sea Otter and Glass Beads:
Trade of Indigenous Peoples of the North Paci�c Rim

Ethnology of Life in the Taisho and Showa Periods:
Shibusawa Keizo and the Attic Museum

Ethnology and the Rise of Cinema: From Shadow �eater to 
Multi-media

September 20, 2001–January 15, 2002

March 15–June 5, 2001

July 20–November 21, 2000

Ethnic Cultures Abroad: People Moving, Cultures Mixing
September 9, 1999–January 11, 2000

Cultural Heritage of the South Pacific: The George Brown 
Collection
March 11–May 31, 1999

Mongolia: �e Rise of Nomadic Culture
July 30–November 24, 1998

What is Inside? Forays and X-rays into Ethnographic Objects
March 12–May 26, 1998

Images of Other Cultures: From the British Museum 
Collection
September 25, 1996–January 27, 1997

Japan through the Eyes of Siebold and His Son

Indigenous Peoples and Cultures in Taiwan

August 1–November 19, 1996

March 10–May 24, 1994

Weaving Color as Culture: �e Maya Today

Javanese Cotton Print: A World of Diverse Traditions

September 14–November 30, 1995

September 9–November 30, 1993

Music and Musical Instruments in Latin America

Ainu Moshiri: �e Ainu World Viewed through �eir Designs

March 16–May 30, 1995

June 10–August 17, 1993

Woven Flowers of the Silk Road: An Introduction to the
Carpet Heritage of West Asia and Central Asia
September 8–November 29, 1994

Masks in Equatorial Africa: Hidden Forest Spirits
March 15–May 31, 1990

The E.S. Morse Collection: Meiji Folk Crafts that Crossed 
the Pacific

�e Great Andes Civilization: Inca, the Reviving Empire of
the Sun

September 13–December 4, 1990

September 14–December 12, 1989

Greater India: Deities and Man in the Hindu World
August 1–November 5, 1991

Aboriginal Australia: Fifty �ousand Years of Hunters and 
Spirits

Daghestan, Crossroads of Civilization: Ethnic Arts of the 
Caucasus

Engelbert Kämpfer: �e Genroku Period Viewed by a 
German

Asia Viewed by Tor ii Ryuzo, a Pioneer of Ethnology

September 10–December 8, 1992

March 12–May 19, 1992

February 7–April 16, 1991

March 11–May 14, 1993

�e distinction between a special exhibition and a thematic exhibition was abolished in
2001 and now all of the temporary exhibitions are called “Special Exhibitions.”

Partnership between the Museum and Society

Conduct of Kamuynomi and craftsmanship training
at the Aynu (Ainu) Association of Hokkaido

�e Kamuynomi rite




