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Exhibiting Languages of the World, the World of 
Language

Languages in the World: �eir Types and Genetic 
Relationship

Northern �ai Spirit Dance

Gong Sekati: Gamelan Inherited from A Saint

�e Drums Speak out: Music and Social Justice

Between Museums & Art Galleries: Africa Seen from the 
Artworld

Works of El Anatsui between art and Anthropology

How are the African Kings Now?: Culture and Politics in 
the Igbo Society of Nigeria

Balkan Merchants and Sheepherders

Minpaku Ethnologue

Japanese Characters in the Writing Systems of the World

�e Beginning of Minpaku

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Jan.

Feb. 

Mar. 

JICA Okinawa International Center

JICA Okinawa International Center

JICA Osaka International Center  

�is course is intended for museum curators around the world, aiming at providing them with practical 
skills in collection, materials management and storage, research, and exhibition, which are indispensable 
for museum operation. In so doing, the course will train museum personnel with an ability to contribute 
to cultural promotion around the world through museum activities. �e Intensive Course on Museology 
is a four-month training course, provided jointly by the Museum and the Shiga Prefectural Lake Biwa 
Museum. The course was newly introduced in 2004 at the request of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and replaced the 
conventional three-week “International Cooperation Seminar on Museology” previously offered by the Museum as part of the JICA Group 
Training Program’s “Technical Training Course for Museum Curators.” Approximately ten trainees from a number of countries are accepted every 
year.

�e Asia–Pacific Cultural Center for UNESCO provides group training programs as a human resource development activity for governmental 
officials and research institute staff who are involved with the protection of intangible cultural heritage in the Asia–Pacific region.  A series of 
related lectures are held in Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and Nara to provide opportunities to learn Japanese systems for protecting cultural heritage, 
with the aim of improving the systems of countries in attendance, to visit local community sites involved with the protection of intangible cultural 
heritage, and to collect and share information about each country’s intangible cultural heritage.  �e Museum participates in organizing this 
program.  In 2007, 22 persons from 11 countries participated, 22 persons from 9 countries in 2008, and 28 persons from 14 countries in 2009.

�e other collaborative training projects are as follows:

JICA Group Training Program: 
Administration of an Intensive Course on Museology

Involvement in the International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage Protection Project, 
“Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage Partnership Program”
In collaboration with the “Training Course for Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage” Program

July 23, 2009

October 26, 2009
February 3-9, 2009

“Making Digital Video Teaching Materials for Dissemination and Promotion” 
course (12 participants from 8 countries)

“Media Strategies for Enlightening People” course (11 participants from 5 countries)
 
“�e 2008 Study Tour to the Middle East: Museum Study” (9 participants from 5 
countries) 

International Cooperation Events and Public Relations

Minpaku 
Seminars

On the third Saturday of every month, the Museum’s academic staff and others give lectures in plain language to the general 
public on the newest research findings. �e relevant topics are selected to provide an excellent learning experience for all who 
attend. During the period of special exhibitions, lectures are given on related topics.

Seminars (the second half of the AY2009) ■ indicates seminars associated with special exhibitions.

□ indicates seminars associated with new exhibitions.

□ indicates seminars associated with new exhibitions.

No.

377

■ 378

379

□ 380

□ 381

382

TM�e Development of Culture under Extreme Conditions:
Studies on Ways People Live and Survive

Metamorphosis and Transformation: �e Philosophical Foundation of Inuit Art and 
Northwest Coast Indian Art

Building New Bonds between Communities Stricken by Natural Disaster

In the Footsteps of Alexander: An Interview with Photographer O Tsugusato

Messages Conveyed through the Renovated African Gallery

Democracy and Kingdom in Tonga

Date Lecturer Title

K Masaki, I Kazunobu,
M Toshio, H 
Waka (Osaka University)

O  Keiichi (Osaka University)

O Toshikazu (Kobe City), 
H Isao

O Tsugusato (photographer),
Y Yuriko

T Shoichiro , Y 
Kenji, I Kazunobu, 
K Yukiya, M 
Teiko, I Taku

S Ken’ichi

Total Attendance: 3,013 in the AY2009 (2,621 in the AY2008)

In its efforts to increase public awareness of the research activities undertaken by the Museum and knowledge about other peoples and cultures of the world, 
the National Museum of Ethnology organizes a variety of events and activities to publicize the Museum’s latest research results in formats easily accessible 
and understandable by the general public.

The drums speak out: Music and social justice (Photo from the 387th Minpaku 
Seminar)

Democracy and Kingdom in Tonga (Photo from the 382th Minpaku Seminar)

Seminars (AY2010)  ■ indicates seminars associated with special exhibitions.

No. Date Lecturer Title

Apr.

May.

Jun. 

Jul. 

Aug. 

Sep.
 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.

17

15

19

17

21

18

16

20

18

15

19

19

K Ritsuko

N Yasuhiko

T Shigeharu （Professor Emeritus）,
H Kyonosuke

F Shota

T Yoshitaka

K Yukiya

T Shoichiro

M Hisashi（Yokohama National 
University）

S Mitsuhiro

S Hiroshi

Y Yoshiho

S Komei（Professor Emeritus）, K Yuki

□383

□384

385

□386

□387

■388

■389

■390

391

□ 392

□ 393

■ 394

Name Country Affiliation and Position

Overseas Trainees
2009  Intensive Course on Museology September 14, 2009–December 11, 2009

A Ani

S Vera Budi Lestari

R Mohammad Fathi

D Rasha Nabeel Tawfiq
Y Motasem Abdelkarim Mahmoud
N Chogdon
B Ulziibayar
L R D Maria Ines

H M Neydo Edgar
K Nitaya

Armenia

Indonesia

Indonesia

Jordan
Jordan
Mongolia
Mongolia
Peru

Peru
�ailand

Coordinator of the Educational Programs, Department of Connections with the 
Society, National Gallery of Armenia
Researcher, Indonesian Ethno-botanical Museum, Botany Div., Research Center for 
Biology, Indonesian Institute of Sciences
Researcher, Indonesian Ethno-botanical Museum, Botany Div., Research Center for 
Biology, Indonesian Institute of Sciences
Lead Facilitator, Programs Assistant, Education Department, Children Museum
Lead Facilitator, Programs Assistant, Education Department, Children Museum
Curator of Collection, Cultural Section, Erdene Zuu Museum
Register of Collection, Mongolian �eatre Museum
Director, Investigation and Development Division, Association of Museologist, 
Interpreters of Patrimony and Cultural Management
Person in Charge of Exhibition Planning, Museum of the Electricity
Curator, the National Museum in Honor of H.M. the King’s Golden Jubilee, Fine 
Arts Department, Ministry of Culture

Minpaku Fellows
This is a network of foreign researchers who have worked with or 
for the Museum in the past, and foreign and domestic research 
institutions with close ties to the Museum. In order to promote 
awareness and improve information exchange, our English 
Newsletter (MINPAKU Anthropology Newsletter) is published bi-
annually. �ere are 1,198 members in the Minpaku Fellows program.

Minpaku Fellows breakdown by area
as of March 31, 2010

Area

Asia, the Middle East, and Oceania
Europe
North, Central and South America
Africa
Total

701
224
225

48
1,198

Number of Fellows

17

21

19

16

20

20


