International Symposium 200

Indigenous Movements in Plural Societies:
The Canadian Inuit and the Ainu of Japan

Programs and Abstracts

January 13-15, 2005
National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan



International Symposium 200

Indigenous Movements in Plural Societies:
The Canadian Inuit and the Ainu of Japan

Programs and Abstracts

January 13-15, 2005
National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan



Purpose of the Symposium

The objective of this symposium is to discuss how Inuit and Ainu people are
engaging in their indigenous movements, to examine the relationship between
both groups and the dominant societies with which they co-exist, , and to
consider the social and political impacts of the movements on their countries.
In this symposium, cultural and social activists as well as Inuit and Ainu
political leaders, government officials and, researches will present and discuss
their perceptions of the current state of indigenous movements in their
countries.

This symposium is held as a joint effort of a major research project “Plurality in Society and
Culture” of the National Museum of Ethnology and New Research Initiatives in Humanities
and Social Sciences of Japan Society for the Promotion of Science “Reconstruction of
Knowledge towards New Convivial Societies”.



Programs

(Day One)

Thursday, January 13, 2005 Fourth-floor Seminar Room, National Museum of Ethnology
(NME)

09:30 : Registration

10:25 : Opening

10:30-10:35 : Opening Address (1) Makio Matsuzono (Director General, NME)
10:35-10:40 : Opening Address (2) Taeko Udagawa and Nobuhiro Kishigami (NME)

10:40-12:10 Session (1) "The Government of Canada and the Indigenous Movement of the
Inuit™

(Chairperson) Henry Stewart (The University of the Air)

10:40-11:20 "Nunavik Inuit Road to Self-Government"

Donat Savoie (Federal Government of Canada)

11:20-11:40 "Comments: from views of an anthropologist and a law specialist™

Henry Stewart (The University of the Air) and Toshiaki Sonohara (Daitobunka University)

11:40-12:10 Questions and Discussion
12:00-13:00 Lunch Break
13:00-14:00 Visit to Museum Galleries

14:00-15:30 Session (2) "The Indigenous Movement of the Northern Quebec Inuit™
(Chair Person) Koumei Hosokawa (Kyoto Seika University)

14:0 0-14:40 "Political and Economic Activities of Makivik Corporation™

George Berhthe (Makivik Corporation)

14:40-15:00 "Comments: from a view of an anthropologist™

Koumei Hosokawa (Kyoto Seika University)

15:00-15:30 Questions and Discussion

15:30-15:40 Coffee Break

15:40-17:10 Session (3) "The Indigenous Movement of the Urban Inuit™

(Chair Person) Sachiko Kubota (Hiroshima University)

15:40-16:20 "Indigenous Movement of the Inuit in Montreal: The Activities of the
Association of Montreal Inuit™

Victor Mesher (Association of Montreal Inuit)

16:20-16:40 "Comments: from a view of an anthropologist™

Nobuhiro Kishigami (National Museum of Ethnology)

16:40-15:10 Questions and Discussion

Evening: Welcoming Party



(Day Two)
Friday, January 14, 2005, Fourth-Floor Seminar Room

10:00-10:30 Registration

10:30-12:00 Session (4) "The Government of Japan and the Ainu Indigenous Movement:
Ainu Cultural Policy: The New Ainu Law"

(Chair Person) Kazuyoshi Ohtsuka (National Museum of Ethnology)

10:30-11:10 "The Role of the Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture
Kazuyuki Tanimoto (Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture)
11:10-11:30 "Comments: from a view of an anthropologist™

Kazuyoshi Ohtsuka (National Museum of Ethnology)

11:30-12:00 Questions and Discussion

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break
13:00-1400 Visit to Museum Galleries and the Japanese Garden

14:00-15:30 Session (5) ""Movements in the Promotion of Ainu Culture™

(Chair Person) Kazuyuki Tanimoto (The Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu
Culture)

14:00-14:40 ""Contemporary Promotion Activities of the Ainu Culture and Cultural
Activists"

Masahiro Nomoto (The Ainu Museum)

14:40-15:00 "Comments: from a view from an Inuit journalist™

Bob Mesher (Makivik Magazine)

15:00-15:30 Questions and Discussion

15:30-15:45 Coffee Break

15:45-17:15 Session (6) “The Indigenous Movements of Ainu in the Tokyo Area”
15:45-16:25 "The Current Situations of Ainu in the Tokyo Area™

Osamu Hasegawa (Rera no Kai)

16:25-16:45 "Comments: from a view of an anthropologist™

Molly Lee (University of Alaska, Fairbanks)

16:45-17:15 Questions and Discussion



(Third Day)
On the 15th, January, 2005 (Saturday) at the 4th Seminar Room in the morning and the 5th
Seminar Room in the afternoon, National Museum of Ethnology

10:00-12:00 Session (7) “General Discussion”

(Chair Person) Molly Lee (University of Alaska, Fairbanks)

General Comments on the Symposium : Nelson Graburn (University of California, Berkeley)
and Ann-Elise Lewallen (University of Michigan)

12:00-13:30 Lunch Break

Public Lectures at the 5th Seminar Room

(Chair Person) Nobuhiro Kishigami

13:30-14:15 Public Lecture (1) "Changes in Inuit Art and Culture™
Nelson Graburn (University of California, Berkeley)

14:15-14:30 Coffee Break

14:30-15:15 Public Lecture (2) "Ainu Indigenous Movements in Modern Japan™
Kazuyoshi Ohtsuka (National Museum of Ethnology)

15:15-15:30 Coffee Break
15:30-16:00 Questions and Replies, and Comments

16:00 Closing of the Symposium and Lectures
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Abstracts
(The Inuit in Canada)

(1) Nunavik Inuit Road to Self-Government
Donat Savoie (Indian and Northern Affair Canada)

The presentation will describe the main elements of the James Bay and Northern Quebec
Agreement (JBNQA) signed in 1975 between the Government of Canada, the Government
of Québec, the Inuit of Nunavik (Northern Quebec) and the James Bay Crees, and its impact
of the lives of the Inuit. The JBNQA also established a governance regime and we will
highlight the main elements and the way the Inuit govern themselves today. The
presentation will then focus on the Inuit efforts to establish in Nunavik a new form of
government open to all the residents of that territory and a statement where things are at
the moment in the negotiations towards establishing this government.

) 1975

(2) Political and Economic Activities of Makivik Corporation
George Berhthe (Makivik Corporation)

Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to represent and promote the interests of
Nunavik. Its membership is composed of the Inuit beneficiaries of the James Bay and
Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA) signed in 1975. Makivik’s responsibility is to ensure
the proper implementation of the political, social, and cultural benefits of the agreement,
and to manage and invest the monetary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to become
an integral part of the northern economy. This presentation will show the contemporary
political and economic activities of the Makivik Corporation.
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(3) Indigenous Movement of the Inuit in Montreal: The Activities of the Association of
Montreal Inuit
Victor Mesher (Association of Montreal Inuit)

The Inuit population in urban areas has been rapidly increasing especially since the 1980s in
Canada. In Montreal, it was estimated that more than 800 Inuit lived in Montreal area in the
1990s. Many of them were having economic and social problems in the city. In 1998, several
Inuit living in Montreal became concerned about the situation and had several meeting.
When. they held a country food feast at the hall of St. Paul”’s Anglican Church in Lachine
one Saturday in November, 1999, about 120 Inuit attended. The group decided to voluntarily
hold monthly community-style Inuit country food feasts. On March 29, 2000, a volunteer
organization, “the Association of Montreal Inuit” (AMI) was officially established. This
organization is aims to function as a center for information exchange, socializing, and to
providing a monthly supper for urban Inuit. This presentation describes the current
socio-cultural activities of the Association of Montreal Inuit.
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(4) The Role of the Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture
Kazuyuki Tanimoto (Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture)

On May 14 1997, the Ainu New Law was established in the Japanese Diet, whose official
name is “Law for the Promotion of the Ainu Culture and for the Dissemination and
Advocacy for the Traditions of the Ainu and the Ainu Culture”. The purpose of this law is to
realize a society in which the ethnic pride of the Ainu is respected and to develop diverse
national cultures through the preservation and promotion of the Ainu language and
traditional culture and through disseminating knowledge on Ainu tradition to the nation.
Under this law, the Foundation for Research and Promotion Ainu Culture was created |
June, 1997. Several foundation projects are implemented on the basis of four policies: (1)
promotion of comprehensive and practical research on the Ainu, (2) promotion of the Ainu
language, (3) promotion of Ainu culture, and (4) dissemination of knowledge on Ainu
traditions. This presentation reports and discuss about the current activities of the
foundation.

1997 5 14
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(5) Contemporary Promotion Activities of the Ainu Culture and Cultural Activists
Masahiro Nomoto (The Ainu Museum)

Since the establishment of the Ainu New Law in 1997, national wide promotion and
dissemination activities of Ainu Culture have been carried out by various groups.
Recovering and transmitting activities of the “traditional Ainu culture” by the Ainu
themselves have been activated under the new law. On the other hand, there are many Ainu
persons who cannot identify them with the *“traditional Ainu culture” and its images. Thus,
we should reconsider the current projects. Especially, we need to establish particular
spaces where the Ainu of younger generations who are interested in the Ainu culture can
get and use various kinds of information on the culture and can practice cultural activities.
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(6) The Current Situations of Ainu in the Tokyo Area
Osamu Hasegawa (Rera no Kai)

There are differences between the Ainu in Hokkaido and those in other regions in terms of
welfare security, which is not an indigenous right. Although the Japanese government
expresses that it is implementing indigenous policies towards the Ainu in Japan, it is strange
to see that there are regional differences between inside and outside Hokkaido in the policy
implementation. The Ainu Association regards the new Ainu law as an ethnic law. But in my
opinion, it is not the one. The various inconsistencies and problems deriving from this law
should be dwelt with and overcome by the Ainu in the Tokyo area.

Public Lectures
Public Lecture (1): Changes in Inuit Art and Culture
Nelson Graburn (University of California, Berkeley)

In the early twentieth century, the Canadian Inuit articulated with the outside world through
their roles as fur trappers and skilled hunters. After WWII, fur trapping ceased to be
lucrative and the government encouraged the Inuit to make sculptures and graphic arts for
sale. These ethnic images were the new economic and cultural articulation with the outside,
and became a great economic and cultural success bringing. After the 1960s, the arts
proliferated and differentiated, with new forms and media, and artistically self-conscious
Inuit began to visit the South. Meanwhile in the North, town life, modern media, and forms of
self-government have transformed Inuit lives.
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Public Lecture (2): Ainu Indigenous Movements in Modern Japan
Kazuyoshi Ohtsuka (National Museum of Ethnology)

This lecture deals with historical development and current state of Ainu Indigenous
Movements. Its outline is as follows:
1) The establishment of Colonization Commission (1869-1882) and the Ainu Assimilation
Policy by the Meiji Government
2) Hokkaido Tourism and Ainu
3) The Hokkaido Former Natives Protection Act of 1899
4) Struggles over Ainu Kyuyochi (Deed of Grant-in-Trust) at Asahikawa
5) “The Cry of the Ainu” and, London Exhibition and Biratori Ainu during Taisho Democracy
Period
6) Ainu Indigenous Movements after World War I
1. Makoto Takahasi and “Ainu Newspaper”
2. The Creation of the Ainu Association in 1960
3. Request from Hokkaido to the National Government for the Establishment of the
New Law
4. The International Indigenous Year (1993)
5. The Ainu New Law (1997)
6. The Revival Project of /oru: Traditional Space
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Principal Invited Participants

Donat Savoie (Government of Canada), Ottawa, Canada (
George Berhthe (Makivik Corporation), Kuujjuag, Canada (
Nelson Graburn (University of California, Berkeley ), USA

Osamu Hasgawa (Rera no Kai)

Koumei Hosokawa (Kyoto Seika University)

Sachiko Kubota (Hiroshima University)

Ann-Elise Lewallen (University of Michigan ),USA

Bob Mesher (Makivik Magazine), Kuujjuaq, Canada ( )
Molly Lee (University of Alaska, Fairbanks), USA

Victor Mesher (Association of Montreal Inuit), Montreal, Canada

Masahiro Nomoto The Ainu Museum
Toshiaki Sonohara (Daito Bunka University)
Henry Stewart (University of the Air)

Executive and Advisory Committee
Makio Matsuzono (National Museum of Ethnology, Director General)

Kazuyuki Tanimoto (The Foundation for Research and Promotion Ainu Culture)

Kazuyoshi Ohtsuka (National Museum of Ethnology)

Taeko Udagawa (National Museum of Ethnology) ( )
Kenji Yoshida (National Museum of Ethnology)

Nobuhiro Kishigami (National Museum of Ethnology) Chief Organizer

Secretariat
Koji Nishiyama (National Museum of Ethnology)
Naoko Ohnaka (National Museum of Ethnology)

Research Cooperation Section

National Museum of Ethnology

10-1 Senri Expo Park, Suita City, Osaka, Japan 565-8511
Phone 81-(0)6-6878-2195

Fax 81-(0)6-6876-2022

565-8511 10-1
06-6878-2195 06-6876-2022



