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The course will introduce the theoretical and practical foundations of ethnobotany, review some areas of
progress in this field, and discuss future research priorities. | will begin with classes on the natural origins
of food and technology, the emergence of social diversity and complexity, the importance of production
and trade for food security, and the history of plant and animal domestication. The course will conclude
with classes on research methods, historical themes, and future research priorities

Outline of content 1. Natural history, human origins, and the evolution of technology in Asia and the
Pacific 2. Hunting, gathering, and farming (social diversity in the past and present) 3. Local production,
trade, and food security 4. Natural resources and their domestication (plants, animals, and ecosystems) 5.
Research methods in anthropology and the natural sciences 6. Historical themes and future research
priorities.
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