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By drawing on results of a longitudinal research of cross-border marriages conducted over 

two generations, this study demonstrates how children of Japanese-Pakistani marriages navigate 

transnational spaces and craft new forms of personhood through their journeys. The discussion begins 

with a brief description of Japanese-Pakistani marriages that emerged in the late 1980s, including 

husbands’ occupational shifts in early stages of marriage from factory work to transnational 

entrepreneurship and wives’ conversion to Islam upon marriage. The children’s migration trajectories 

are then explored, particularly addressing transnationally split families in which Japanese mothers and 

their children relocated to Pakistan or other countries while Pakistani fathers remained in Japan to 

continue their businesses. Next, I discuss how the transnational families evolved as their life cycle 

progressed. Finally, I draw attention to the children’s processes of self-making. After discussing 

general experiences of marginalization within Japan, the narrative of a female respondent is presented 

to illustrate how self-making occurs. In conclusion, the following four points are highlighted: first, 

how parents’ desires to educate their children as Muslims affect the evolution of family dynamics; 

second, how parents’ transnational educational strategies have caused complex patterns of 

intergenerational social mobility in which gender, class, emotions, and other factors intersect; third, 

how children’s experiences of transnational upbringings are gendered and affected by shifting power 

balances within and beyond the home; and fourth, how children of Japanese-Pakistani marriages 

continue to negotiate their religious identities as their life progresses. 


