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The collapse of the communist system was accompanied by a tumultuous process of the
debunking of the communist ideology and the dethronement of the idealized images of its
creators. It is perfectly understandable that Lenin, as the most clich £ image, would have to bear
the brunt of the carnival—-like process of the dethroning and disparaging of cult figures. However,
the aim of this paper is not to debunk the image of the leader of the revolution, but rather to
identify this image’s mythological parallels. I will attempt to show that Lenin, surprisingly, is
reminiscent of a mythological trickster, especially the Siberian (Yenisei) model of this universal
figure. The figure of Lenin is discussed on the base of Soviet folklore (both canonical and
non—canonical) and historical evidences. The mythological trickster helps to understand some
strange characteristics of Lenin 1 s personality and the Soviet history in general, while the figure
of Lenin in its turn helps to reveal some new aspects of the trickster figures



